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“It	isn’t	easy,	keeping	your	focus	on	the	archive.	In	
part,	it	is	the	pull	of	well-known	writers	– the	pull	of	
what	you	already	know	– that	draws	you	back	to	
the	beaten	track.	In	part,	it	is	the	troubling	nature	
of	what	forgotten	authors	force	you	to	face:	a	vast	
wreck	of	ambitious	ideals,	very	unlike	the	landscape	
literary	historians	are	used	to	study.	Learning	to	
look	at	the	wreck	without	arrogance	– but	also	
without	pieties	– is	what	the	new	digital	archive	is	
asking	us	to	do;	in	the	long	run,	it	might	be	an	even	
greater	change	than	quantification	itself.”
Stanford	Literary	Lab,	Pamphlet	11,	“Canon/Archive.	Large-scale	Dynamics	in	the	
Literary	Field,”	January	2016
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